Calcutta would even have been as Shanghai, had the
Mogul Empire survived as an effective Government. Be-
cause that Government crashed, the French and British
traders had to fend for themselves. Portugal had already
exhausted its colonizing and sea-faring petrol. Then England
and France began, to save themselves, to acquire territorial
influence and even possession. What had originally been
night-watchmen and caravan guards developed into com-
panies, companies then grew into battalions, and factories
into Government houses. Allies sought their protection and
assistance in the general smash-up of central authority. Thus
began almost independently the three British Presidencies of
Madras, Calcutta and Bombay, the Island of Bombay coming
to Britain as part of the dowry of Catherine of Braganza,
Charles IL's Queen, another of the many things that
maligned monarch brought us, and perhaps the greatest
that the world has ever dreamed of as dowry.1

The French more than the English rode the more jealous,
and for close on seventy years the two nations quarrelled
as to who should be predominant in India. When France
went to war with Britain, the trading companies and their
troops fought in India, and the sea power of Britain clinched
the argument.

THE RISE OF THE BRITISH

To Britain, far more by chance than design, fell India
after the ousting of the French. That solution of the British
difficulties only applied to the South and Lower Bengal.
There Britain now reigned as paramount among the extremi-
ties of the falling Empire, whose control had always been
least felt far from the nerve and power centre. The story
of how power grew, how it fell into our hands, and how
hostile combinations that should more wisely have let us
alone, but served to aggrandize the British Raj, is a long

1 It is an open question whether under the provision of the White Paper
the Island of Bombay, like Aden, should not return to Britain, who lent it to
India.